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whole body of workers within the town l. This aspect of
the gild as an exclusive organization, restricted generally
to skilled workmen, constitutes one of its essential features.
The class of ' uncovenanted' labour, or ' working class',
grew as the gild began artificially to limit its member-
ship. It must also be borne in mind that membership of a
craft gild was confined to those who enjoyed citizen rights.
In practice, however, this limitation was unimportant, since
admission to the gild enabled the stranger to attain burgess-
ship as a matter of course.
Again, the craft gild was distinctly an urban institution, (ii.)
an industrial group consisting of the men of a particular
locality. Normally its membership extended only to those
who dwelt within the walls of one and the same town ; this
was in accordance with the characteristics of an age in which
economic life was organized on the basis of the borough and
the manor. We must avoid, however, the temptation to
lay down hard and fast rules. There are grounds for believ-
ing that the craft gild sometimes included country work-
men. The crafts of Weavers and Fullers at Coventry would
seem to have comprised non-resident members 2, and this
was possibly the case among some of the gilds of Norwich 3.
However this may be, the members of a trade union are
drawn from a wider area, which can even cover the entire
kingdom. This difference measures the whole extent of
progress from one stage of evolution to another, from the
city state to the country state.
Further, membership of the mediaeval gild was not (m.) Com-
voluntary but compulsory ;  and the authorities of the gild
were empowered to force every skilled artisan to become
1  As early as 1260 the London Lorimers exacted 305. from apprentices
(Liber Custumarum, ed. Riley, i. 78), which implies that many engaged in
the trade were shut out of the craft organization.    See also supra, p. 322 ;
Webb, op. cit. 37, note i ;  Green, Town Life in the Fifteenth Century, ii.
101 seq.
2  Coventry Leet Book, iii. 727 (1538), 738 (1539).   Thus no inhabitant
was to give work to weavers ' of the city or of the country ', unless they
were members of the craft gild.
3  Records of Norwich, ii. 284.   The wardens were to hold " assemblies
of their craft of them that be citizens and none other four times in the year
at the least ".   This suggests non-residence, though (less probably) it may
refer to non-freemen within the city.